
Gambier Village Council  
Regular Meeting 

April 1, 2024 
 

Council Present: Rakia Faber, Liz Forman, Alison Furlong, Morgan Giles, Natalie Wright  
             Absent: Kaitlin Sockman 
 
Also, attending: Leeman Kessler, Mayor; RC Wise, Village Administrator; Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal officer; 
Clint Bailey, Solicitor; Ian Smith, Kenyon College; Elizabeth Bonaudi, resident; Jim Lenthe, resident; Jim 
Cantrell, Food Truck vendor; Lucas Flynn, Kenyon Collegian; Grant Richey, Knox Pages. 
 
Virtual, attending: Alec Wood, resident. 
 
Mayor Kessler called the Meeting to Order at 7:00 pm 

 
Open to the Audience 
 
Rick Cantrell, food truck operator, just here to see about the changes occurring with the ordinance.   
 
Ian Smith, Kenyon College, lots of things coming up.  Next week Board meeting and the inauguration of our 
new President, will be lighting up Old Kenyon and sounding the bell.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
See Addendum 

Council Forman, wanted to point out that Doug Mclarnan was a major person in getting the trail put in along 
with the gardens.   
 
Administrator’s Report 
See Addendum 

Leadership Knox asking if they could place a few banners on the poles in the community park, on the power 
poles, would be to promote stroke awareness and Diabetes awareness.   
 
Discussion over the Fiber updates, per VA Wise the delay is currently due to AEP approval to utilize their 
poles. 
 
Council Faber, question over the Kokosing Sewer Project and submitting the information to Troy Balderson. 
 
Fiscal Officer’s Report 
See Addendum 

Approve motion to transfer funds within the General fund for the establishment of the EV station fund lines. 
Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _M-Y__ 

 
Solicitor’s Report 
Was not able to complete the Food Truck ordinance update, but we will be discussing further tonight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Committee Reports 
 
Streets & Utilities Committee – Monday, March 18th 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over how Small’s will be the company transporting the gravel and asphalt for the roundabout 
project, and that they will be traveling more within the Village limits.   Primarily Monday through Friday 
with an occasional Saturday.   
 
Mayor Kessler, do we know when the next info session will be with ODOT? Do we have enough  
 information to hold a meeting with the public? 
VA Wise, I think we do have enough information now for us to be able to complete an FAQ for  
 the residents.  
Mayor Kessler, then we are looking at mid-month for the townhall meeting. 
 
Council Forman, requested that VA Wise send the information on how to submit support for the traffic study 
for Duff street and Acland areas. 
 
Discussion over the Water Tower sediment clean out, recommended to go with a diver this time. 
 
Buildings & Grounds Committee – Monday, March 25th    
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Council Forman, is there a limit on the number of boxes for residence to bring for the Shred-it day?  VA 
Wise, no we did not set a limit and there will be no charge. 
 
Discussion over the possible Community Center updates.   
 
VA Wise noted that the day after the committee meetings a new leak was noted in the library area, the roof 
people will be back out to investigate that.   
 
Library, Programming & Events Committee – Monday, March 18th  
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over the table that will be out for information on the roundabout, including the route for the 
detour during the 43022-day event. 
 
Day of service with Kenyon will be on the 10th of April.    
 
Public Safety & Personnel Committee- Monday, March 18th 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over traffic concerns at the start of the roundabout project, and possibly requesting Deputy Fritz 
patrolling certain areas during those first several weeks and then again during August when schools start 
back up. 
 
Council Faber, could we possibly redo the crosswalk lines before the roundabout project starts to help make 
them stand out more for drivers.   
 
Elizabeth Bonaudi, resident, is it possible to put in place any temporary stop signs?   
General discussion amongst council on where and how best to do this option.   



Rt. 308 stop at Chase, Gaskin & Wiggin.  VA Wise stated that ODOT said there will be 6 different message 
boards stating when the road closer will be.   
 
 
Regional planning, no major updates. 
 
KSAT, not much currently. 
 
Zoning, two new businesses coming into town. A Salon will be in the middle so closer to the Deli, the 
Bakery will be closer to Brooklyn.   The Salon is hoping to be in and open by August   
Marlow Salon (hair, nails & Massage) & Birds of a Feather Bakery & Boutique. 
 
Council Business: 
(Motion = M / Second = S) (Yes=Y / No=N / Abstain=A / Absent=ab) 
Approval of March 4 Council Meeting Minutes 

Rakia Faber __Y-__   Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _M-Y__    Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright __Y_ 

 
Approval of March 2024 Bills Paid  

Rakia Faber _S-Y___   Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__    Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright __Y_ 

 
1. Ordinance 2024-03 Ordinance to establish benefits and residence requirements for the  

 Village of Gambier's Fiscal Officer. – 3rd Reading 
Rakia Faber __Y_  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-03: 

Rakia Faber _M-Y___  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
2. Ordinance 2024-04 Ordinance to amend Codified Ordinance section 52.60 in regards to   
      establishing rates and charges for the use and service of the municipal water system  
       – 3rd Reading 

Rakia Faber __Y_  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _ M-Y_ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-04: 

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 
3.   Resolution 2024-06 A Resolution establishing rates and charges for the electric vehicle  
      charging station and declaring an emergency – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _S__  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _M__ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__  
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Approval of Resolution 2024-06 as amended: 

Rakia Faber __M-Y__  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _ab__  Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 



Discussion over the amounts within the Ordinance and the amount to charge for motorists sitting too 
long beyond the time needed to charge their vehicle, using the spot as a parking space instead of using 
the space to charge.   

 
Decided to provide a 10-minute grace period after the full charge is complete.   

 
4.   Ordinance 2024-07 Food Truck Ordinance 

 
Clint was unable to update the physical wording of the Ordinance prior to the meeting, council discussed 
how they will be amending the Ordinance for written review during the May meeting.  
 
Proposing that the wording within the Ordinance also include the zoning ordinance verbiage for light and 
noise.   
 
Rick Cantrell, Food Truck owner, provided his insight into the lights and noise that can occur and the 
difficulties over reducing the sound from the generators.  General discussion over noise issues.   
 
Discussion over the length of time the trucks can get permits for and the time of day they are permitted 
during those days.   
 
Possible one day a week to have an event of multiple trucks, but determining where to have and if the 
students would travel to that location.  Continued discussion of changing the location for the Food 
Trucks.   
 
Mayor Kessler, are there specific items we want Solicitor Bailey to include in the updated ordinance?  
Violators of not getting the permit should be banned for 3 to 6 months too coming to the Village at all.  
Do agree with the First come first serve for getting the permits.   
Solicitor Bailey read over the portion of the current Ordinance over the limit of only 2 days per week per 
Food Truck.  Then the limitation of only one during the weekdays and two during the Weekend.   
 
Council Forman, should we change it to all week long only two food trucks allowed, instead of the 
breaking out of weekday & then weekend.   
 
Balancing the days out more, so encouraging the Food trucks to come in on the days that the brick-and-
mortar businesses are closed, such as Sundays & Mondays.   
 
Is there still interest in increasing the permit cost? Council Forman, I think we should keep it where it is.   
 
Will also change the verbiage to allow for evenings during the week, instead of the current from 8am – 
2pm.  Solicitor Bailey, what are the ideal hours?  Rick Cantrell, 5-11pm during the week would work 
well.   
 
Solicitor Bailey will write up the ordinance and it will be taken to the Streets & Utilities committee for 
review before bringing to full Council.   
 
5. Engineering for Duff Street Waterline  

Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab_  Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 
VA Wise stated this means that we will be using Village funds and can begin the project before July 
1st.  

 
 
 



6. Street Closure for 43022 Day – April 27th from 8am – 3pm 
Rakia Faber __Y_  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab_  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Closing Gaskin between Wiggin Street and Brooklyn. 

 
7.   Handbook Updates 

Rakia Faber _S-Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab_  Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 
8.  Dumpster Day – May 4th  

Rakia Faber __Y_  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _ab_  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
 

April Meetings:  
Records Commission - Wednesday, April 10th, noon  
 
Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, April 16th, 7:30 p.m.  
 
Shade Tree Commission - Friday, April 19th, 10 a.m.  
 
Library, Programming & Events Committee-Monday, April 29th 4:30 p.m.  
Buildings & Grounds Committee-Monday, April 29th 5:30 p.m.  
Streets & Utilities Committee-Monday, April 29th 6:15 p.m.  
Public Safety & Personnel Committee- Monday, April 29th 7 p.m.  
 
Communication & Technology Committee  
Strategic Plan Steering Committee - 
Finance & Income Tax Committee - 
 
Next Council meeting - Monday, May 6 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Roundabout FAQ dates – April 22nd at 7:00 pm  
 
General discussion among council for how to get the word out, do we hold more than one, flyers where?  
Apartment/renters how do we get the information to them.  Sending the information to Wiggin Street school 
to share with parents.   
 
Submit Questions by the 15th so that research can be completed on topics beyond general knowledge.   
 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Kessler at 8:46 p.m. 
 



March 2024 Bills Paid 

UTILITIES 

American Electric Power 5,075.04 

Constellation NewEnergy - electric costs 3,512.05 

AT&T- Firstnet 231.76 

Campus Auto - Fuel purchases 509.52 

Walmart - Fuel purchases 239.72 

Centurylink (aka Brightspeed) 361.83 

Centurylink (aka Lumen) 475.65 

Cintas Corp 206.29 

Energy Cooperative 40.87 

Ohio Cumberland Gas Co. 671.98 

Republic Services 158.69 

Rumpke 3,686.62 

Spectrum 299.99 

US Bank Equipment Finance 565.47 

Village of Gambier (water billing) 351.14 

CONTRACT SERVICES (Monthly) 

Advanced W&WW Operations (formerly Agri-Sludge Inc) 3,800.00 

Cardmember Services - Zoom Meetings 17.15 

Division of Water & Wastewater 42,138.74 

MASI Laboratories 1,259.15 

Miami Products & Chemistry 1,864.00 

Sheriff of Knox County 2,745.01 
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Advanced Auto Parts 30.50 

Advanced W&WW Operations (formerly Agri-Sludge Inc) 22,000.00 

Cardmember Services 268.65 

Amazon - Tree Commission 193.65 

OH Rural Water - exam review 75.00 

271.05 

1,900.00 

Cold Stream Farm 

Clearfork Valley Electric 

G.R. Smith and Company 43.30 

Knox County Media LLC 160.98 

15.00 

568.33 

Knox County Clerk of Courts 

Lowe's 

National Auto Fleet Group 56,955.00 

Ohio Gov Finance Officers Association 40.00 

Pump Doctor 1,461.13 

Sedgwick 235.00 

Tractor Supply 57.90 

Verdantas LLC 4,406.95 

Income Tax refunds - Individual 457.85 

Income Tax refunds - Business 658.31 

Reimbursement 799.50 

Clothing Allowance(s) 127.05 

Payroll 39,962.18 

OPERS 0.00 

Medicare 579.45 

Social Security 155.00 

United Healthcare Ins 9,129.66 



Addendum 

Regular Board Meeting 

April 1, 2024  

 

 

CONTENTS: 

 

1 – Village of Gambier Mayor’s Report 
 

2 – Village Administrator’s Report 

 

3 – Fiscal Officer’s Report 

 

4 – Buildings and Grounds Committee Minutes  

 

5 - Library and Programming Committee Minutes 

 

6 – Streets and Utilities Committee Minutes  

 

7 – Public Safety and Personnel Committee Minutes  

 

8 – Approved Ordinances and Resolutions 

 (For signed & dated copies please contact the Fiscal Officer) 
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VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

APRIL 2024 

WATER RA TE ORDINANCE 

The water rate increase ordinance is up for third reading tonight. The increase matches 
the percentage increase Mt. Vernon passed on to us last year. The ordinance also 
contains a clause to address future increases. 

RESOLUTION SETTING ELECTRIC VEHICLE STATION CHARGES 

With the village now bearing monthly maintenance charges and the electric bill for the 
electric vehicle station, Streets and Utilities Committee are recommending the village 
start charging motorists for this service. The resolution lays out the charges we could 
begin charging, that if sessions and energy use stay the same, would help the village 
recover both the energy and maintenance costs. A 12-month look-back report developed 
from ChargePoint's data is included in today's packet. The recommendation is to pass 
the resolution as an emergency so the charges to motorists can begin as soon as 
possible. 

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK UPDATES 

Compensatory time is mentioned in the current employee handbook but not well defined 
on its applicability. Public Safety and Personnel Committee reviewed the suggested 
updates which include a concept of limited unpaid time off if the employee requests it. 
The recommendation is to approve the updates as presented. 

ENGINEERING PROPOSAL FOR DUFF STREET WATERLINE PROJECT 

District 17 of the Ohio Public Works Commission has recommended our Duff Street 
Waterline Replacement project get funded in Round 38. We can't encumber expenses 
for which OPWC will reimburse us until after the contract is signed by July 1. However, 
we can start engineering and design work for the project, using our own money, so that 
when the OPWC contract is in place, bidding and construction can be done this summer 
and fall. The OPWC funding would be $116,000 in a grant and $80,000 in a 20-year 
interest-free loan. The village has set aside about $110,000 in local funds. 

WORK UNDERWAY FOR ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION 

Preliminary field work has started as Ohio Department of Transportation prepares for 
the construction of the roundabout and shared use path. Message boards will be put in 
place two weeks prior to the closure, ODOT told us at the pre-construction meeting last 
month. Shelly & Sands is the general contractor on the $3.2 million project which
includes the roundabout and a shared use path along SR 308. We were told Small's will 
be providing the asphalt and concrete so local truck traffic can be expected during the 
five-month construction period. The contractor will be working with the village to 
schedule the waterline replacement changeover at a time when our typical usage is 
lower. The closure is planned for May 28 through Nov. 15.
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CORPO RECOMMENDS $99,200 FOR VILLAGE ENGINEERING WORK 

Central Ohio Rural Planning Organization recommends giving the village 
$99,200 in engineering funds to design a way to connect the Kokosing Gap Trail with 
Wiggin Street via Duff and Acland. There is a public comment period that must be 
submitted by 5 p.m. April 19. CORPO will then consider final approval on May 6. We are 
one of six projects in a six-county area moving forward in the second round of dedicated 
funds for Fiscal Years 2024-25. If given final approval, the projects will be added to the 
Transportation Improvement Program. To make public comments on the recommended 
transportation projects, e-mail CORPO@morpc.org or send regular mail to Mary Turner, 
Senior Planner, Mid­Ohio Regional Planning Commission, 111 Liberty St., Suite 100, 
Columbus, OH 43215. 

KOKOSING SEWER PROJECT REQUEST SENT TO CONGRESS 

Sen. Sherrod Brown sought requests for Congressionally Directed Spending. The village 
submitted the Kokosing Drive sanitary sewer project on March 22 for Fiscal Year 2025. 
Cong. Troy Balderson's office has also reached out to us asking for projects to put in the 
federal budget and we have until April 12 to submit our request to his office. We have 
letters of support from ADF, MORPC and Knox Public Health to bolster our request. This 
project has been turned down several times by the Ohio Department of Development. 

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER RAISING RATES

American Electric Power sent us notice last week that rates will be changing on electric 
bills as they want to change the rates for transmission, generation and distribution 
services. AEP states the transmission rate will go up $10 a month for a home using 1000 
kilowatt hours and the distribution service rate will rise $1.50 a month. They plan to lower 
the distribution charge but only for those not in a municipal aggregation program or 
choose not to have AEP supply their electricity. The three-page notice is included in 
today's packet. 

ARBOR DAY OBSERVANCE APRIL 26 

Tree Commission is planning an Arbor Day obseNance on Friday, April 26. This year's 
ceremony will be on the Brooklyn Street side of Wiggin St. Elementary as we will plant 
appropriate trees that will look nice and yet be easier for the school to maintain. The 
obseNance of Arbor Day is one of four annual requirements to maintain Tree City USA
status. We received word last month from the Arbor Day Foundation that our 2023 
application was approved for the 17th consecutive year.

FIBER PROJECT DELAYED AGAIN 

We received word last week that the installation of fiber to village facilities has been 
pushed back from April 15 to July 31.
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