
Gambier Village Council Meeting  
Regular Meeting  
December 4, 2023 

  
Council Present: Rakia Faber, Liz Forman, Alison Furlong, Morgan Giles, Kaitlin Sockman,   
              Absent: Natalie Wright 
 
Also, attending: Leeman Kessler, Mayor; RC Wise, Village Administrator; Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal Officer; 
Clint Bailey, Solicitor; Ian Smith, Kenyon College; David Heithaus, Kenyon College/KCPD; Lucas Flynn, 
Collegian; Jim Lenthe, Resident; Austin & Hayley Stritmather, Future Residents; Grant Richey, Knox Pages.  
 
Virtual, attending: Fred Main, press. 
 
Mayor Kessler called the Meeting to Order at 7:01pm 
 
Open to the Audience 
 
Ian Smith, Kenyon College, the College is down to the last two weeks of the semester, wanted to thank 
council and the Village for the wonderful festival Sunday night.   
 
Discussion that there are several strings of lights remaining does Kenyon want to add those if the power 
can handle them to more of the trees.  Council Forman pointed out that the Columbus Arboretum is now 
beginning to light their trees from underneath, could be an option.   
 
Council Faber, to Ian, regarding Farr Hall, do we have any updates on businesses to go into the spots?  Ian 
stated that one is a Hair salon, the other they are still in the debating stages for them. General discussion over the 
AVI extension spot under Farr Hall, pleased with how well it is alleviating the lunch rush that was at Pierce 
dining hall. 
 
David Heithaus, Kenyon/KCPD, wanting to address the electronics recycling program that he began many years 
ago as an employee with Kenyon.  Is looking to see if the Village will be able to take on this program in the 
future.  Council stated that there is an interest in helping but they are not sure yet about the logistics.  DKMM 
does offer some funding to help offset some of the payroll costs, David says about $500 per year is what they 
provided to him for the program.  Accurate IT is the company that the program is through, they own the 
shipping container that is currently on Village property (near the dog park).  This program is not limited to the 
Knox County area.  Concern from the Council about random dumping of items.  Will be assigned to Buildings 
and Grounds committee since it is similar to Dumpster Day.  Invited David and his student assistant to attend the 
January committee meeting to have further discussions over the program. 
 
Jim Lenthe, Resident, asking if the week of Thanksgiving they could pick up recycling on Wednesday instead of 
putting it off for a week.  VA Wise stated no that is unfortunately not a possibility.  Jim asked about the back in 
parking spaces on Wiggin Street, discussion over this area along with the ordinance from prior meeting was 
conducted. 
 
Jim, bringing up the issue of speeding on Wiggin Street.  Also, inquiring about the deputy for the Village, where 
does that stand? Council Faber stated we do have an update on that we will discuss during the committee 
reports.  Jim asked if the Village has thought of calling other areas for a deputy or not, if the county can’t help 
what about the State patrol office?         
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mayor's Report  
See Addendum 
 
Administrator's Report  
See Addendum 
 
Regarding the GovDeals auction, we were contacted by a neighboring county, that had a cruiser destroyed in an 
accident, and is wanting to try to purchase the cruiser outside of the Auction. VA Wise will investigate further 
into this possible sale. 
 
Fiscal Officer's Report  
See Addendum 
 
Solicitor's Report  
No report this month 
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Finance & Income Tax Committee – Tuesday, November 28 
See Addendum for meeting minutes  
 
General discussion over the budget changes from July to the final Budget for 2024. 
 
Discussion over moving investment monies around, as well as inviting investment firms to present to Council at 
the end of 2024 for future investment options.   
 
Library, Programming & Events Committee – Monday, November 27 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over the various events that were completed over the past year. Council felt that the Winter Lights 
event went very well.  
 
Council Forman, asking Ian if he thinks we could ever use part of Gund Commons for some vendors in the 
future, discussion over if that could be a possibility.  
 
Buildings & Grounds Committee – Monday, November 27 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Council Forman stated that she has heard additional compliments about the work that has been done at the park, 
and that we do need to have something from the trail to the park to invite people into the Village.  
 
Public Safety & Personnel Committee- Monday, November 27 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
That we have been assigned a new Deputy assigned to the Village, we are not sure on the actual start date but 
sounds like January 2024. 
 
Discussion over adding to the employee handbook, an update for distracted driving to be added under excessive 
cell phone use, regarding to not use cell phones while driving Village vehicles.  Also, regarding if we need to 
add anything for marijuana use but there is already verbiage within the handbook regarding this.   
 
Jim Lenthe, resident, will we be having one or two Deputies, Council stated one is being assigned per our 
contract. Jim also questioned the hours of when they will work and if they will only be working within the 
Village or will they be running all over Knox County.  
 



Streets & Utilities Committee – Monday, November 27 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over how the Village is applying for a TAP grant to assist in the costs of the raised crosswalks and 
the proposed bump outs.   
 
Discussion over the parking spaces across from Wiggin Street School to limit the length of time a car can be 
parked.  To see about changing them to School parking only or something of the like.  The committee will work 
on the verbiage to add these spots to the zoning code.   
 
Strategic funds idea is for seasonal banners for the light poles on the shared use path. 
 
Communications & Technology Committee- Monday, November 27 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over the Yodel community connects, three-year period installation and contract would be around 
$8,000.   Civic plus verified that we can integrate it into our website.   
 
Mayor Kessler went over the structure of the AI policy/procedure that has been created for the Village to put 
into place, will be on the agenda for review next month.   
 
Strategic Plan 
Mayor Kessler discussed the monies remaining within the Strategic planning.  The final monies, $28,400, must 
be earmarked by December 31, 2023.  
 
Next Strategic Planning meeting is December 14th. 
 
Suggested uses for the money: 

Yodel, install and three-year period around $8,000 
Banners for the Shared Use path 
PA System for the Village to utilize, the system recommended around $2,400 
Disc Golf Baskets to prepare for the future course 
Screening around the Recycling bins 
Appliances for the planned Kitchen 

 
The Knox Substance Abuse Action Teams annual meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 13th, open for 
anyone to attend; from10am – Noon. 
 
Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, November 21 
Meeting minutes provided upon request at Administrator’s office 
 
Discussion over the codification of the Zoning code into our codified ordinances.  VA Wise stated we will be 
charged about $50 per hour to put in the various colored graphics and they cannot add in any of the hyperlinks.  
That we might want to place the verbiage into the codified ordinances then also continue to have the full Zoning 
Code on our website that has the various charts, diagrams and hyperlinks included 
 
Shade Tree Commission – Monday, November 13 
Meeting minutes provided upon request at Administrator’s office 
 
Council Business: 
(Motion = M / Second = S) (Yes=Y / No=N / Abstain=A) (Ab=Absent) 
 
Approval of November 6th Council Meeting Minutes 

Rakia Faber __S-Y__  Liz Forman __Y_  Alison Furlong Y___ 
Morgan Giles _M-Y__   Kaitlin Sockman ___Y  Natalie Wright _Ab__ 



Approval of Bills Paid  
Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _M-Y__ Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
1. Ordinance 2023-17 to amend Ordinance 2006-05, Section 3, an Ordinance setting the wages 

and benefits for village employees - 3rd reading 
Rakia Faber _Y_  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
 Morgan Giles _M-Y__      Kaitlin Sockman _Y_   Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2023-17: 

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong __Y_ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
2. Ordinance 2023- 20 Ordinance Amending Appropriations for 2023 

Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman _S__  Alison Furlong _M__ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber _S-Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__  
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2023-20: 

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
3. W. Woodside extension proposal  

Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
VA Wise provided the information on what the extension will require, and that there is currently a no-
outlet sign already in place on the road. 
 

4. Ordinance 2023- 21 Ordinance setting permanent Appropriations/Budget for 2024 
         Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman __S_  Alison Furlong __M_  
         Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 
 

Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 
  Rakia Faber __M-Y__  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong __Y_  
  Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 
 
Approval of Ordinance 2023-21: 
  Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 

Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright __ Ab _ 
 
Discussion over the various accounts the Village currently has. 

 
Approval to authorize FO to begin to move funds according to the Finance committee meeting minutes. Moving 
Traded items as soon as possible.  

Rakia Faber __Y_   Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__  
       Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
 
 
 
 



5. Resolution 2023-16 Resolution authorizing final contract with ODOT in regard to shared use path 
  Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong _S__ 
  Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman _M__  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 
  Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__  
  Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _M-Y__ Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 
 
Approval of Resolution 2023-16: 
 Rakia Faber ____  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong ___ 

Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 
 

6. Solicitor contract 
Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _S-Y__   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
7. Prosecutor agreement 

Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong __Y_ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
8. 2024 Reorganization meeting to be held on Monday, January 8, 2024 

Rakia Faber _Y_  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ Ab __ 

 
 
General Appreciations all around as ending remarks for the 2023 period for Council.   
 
 

December Meetings: 
Buildings & Grounds Committee - 
Streets & Utilities Committee - 
Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, December 19 at 7:30 p.m. 
Library, Programming & Events Committee - 
Strategic Plan Steering Committee - Finance & Income 
Tax Committee - Communications & Technology 
Committee- Public Safety & Personnel Committee- Shade 
Tree Commission 
Records Commission – 
 
Next regular Council meeting- January 8, 2024 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Kessler at 8:51 p.m. 
 
 



November 2023 Bills Paid 

UTILITIES 
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American Electric Power 

Constellation NewEnergy 

AT&T- Firstnet 

Campus Auto - Fuel purchases 

Brightspeed (Centurylink) 

Lumen (Centurylink) 

Cintas Corp 

Energy Cooperative 

Ohio Cumberland Gas Co. 

Republic Services 

Rumpke 

Spectrum 

US Bank Equipment Finance 
Village of Gambier (water billing) 

CQ�TMf!,�.��Y.IC:��/l¥ci�,t"'!l',,,,, ....•.. < 

Advanced W&WW Operations (formerly Agri-Sludge Inc) 

Cardmember Services - Zoom Meetings 

Division of Water & Wastewater 

MASI Laboratories 

istry (formerly K-O-K) 
·. .. 

..•. , ... ?i;.\;•.···••:• . 

Miami Products & 
'. 

Auditor of State 
Blubaugh Body and Frame 

Buckingham Electric 

Cardmember Services 

ICMA Conference 

OML Conference 

Amazon 

Campus Auto - repairs 

Cold Stream Farm 

G.R. Smith and Company 

Government Accounting Solutions 

Good Impressions 

Lowe's 

MTWSi 

Ohio Municipal League 

PARR Public Safety Equipment 

RCI Mechanical Inc 

Replex Plastics 

Rural King 

Tractor Supply 

US Postal Service 

USA BlueBook 

V3 Companies LTD 

Reimbursement I 
Payroll 

OPERS 

Medicare 

Social Security 

United Healthcare Ins 

. . •. .. . 

4,718.75 

4,061.44 

231.12 

867.07 

359.88 

472.30 

238.48 

37.92 

173.30 

163.03 

3,686.62 

299.99 

563.64 

2,044.58 

·r••t:•·•.•i•.•.· .• ··,•rc•··•·Y:.'\i''.•·\
9,100.00 

17.15 

37,694.06 

609.20 

861.50 
.: .;•,:· •... ii •• •:•·; 

100.00 

509.40 

1,700.00 

1,892.66 

1,497.25 

21.00 

374.41 

40.00 

201.86 

509.97 

1,600.00 

172.50 

2,218.14 

125.00 

610.00 

12,137.46 

287.50 

56.73 

200.93 

87.95 

14.42 

92.36 

761.57 

4.89 

37,875.97 

6,985.69 

547.03 

105.74 
8,494.55 



Addendum 
Regular Board Meeting 

December 4, 2023  
 

 
CONTENTS: 
 
1 – Village of Gambier Mayor’s Report 
 
2 – Village Administrator’s Report 
 
3 – Fiscal Officer’s Report 
 
4 –Finance Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
5 - Buildings and Grounds Committee Minutes  
 
6 – Public Safety and Personnel Committee Minutes  
 
7 – Streets and Utilities Committee Minutes 
 
8 – Technology and Communications Committee Minutes 
 
9 – Library and Programming Committee Minutes  
 
10 – Approved Ordinances and Resolutions 
 (For signed & dated copies please contact the Fiscal Officer) 
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Library and Programming Committee Meeting Minutes 
November 27, 2023 
Submitted by Committee Chair Kaitlin Sockman 

Members Present: Council Furlong, Council Sockman, Mayor Leeman Kessler, Village Administrator 
R.C. Wise, Village Clerk Norita Hissong, Council Giles

Library 

Holiday Events 
The Library will be hosting a holiday event at the community center—Christmas ornament making on 
Tuesday, November 28th from 5-7PM in the gym and have also announced they will be holding an 
Adult Gingerbread Contest with entries to be dropped of on December 7th. Both events require 
registration. 

Board Meeting at Community Center 
The Library will be holding their annual board meeting at the Community Center on September 23, 
2024.

Programming 

Trick-or-Treat Recap 
Village Clerk Hissong presented a written recap of the Trick-or-Treat refreshments in the Pocket Park 
that took place on October 31st. Overall feedback was very favorable, and the committee discussed a 
list of modifications for next year. Some of already been rectified like purchasing another heating carafe 
and a longer extension cord. Overall, we need more volunteers solidified prior to the event. The amount 
of doughnuts and cider purchased this year from Branstool Orchards was appropriate (13 dozen 
doughnuts and 7 gallons of cider). 

Village Lights on December 3 
The committee discussed the planning of the event on December 3rd. The committee discussed 
promotion of the event and the logistics of bringing the items needed from the community center for the 
event up to the downtown Gaskin Avenue area on the 3rd. RC Wise reported he is working with 
Kenyon Maintenance to figure out Middle Path light logistics. Kenyon let us know that lights used in 
previous years were disposed of and is asking if the Village could provide lights. Kenyon could provide 
labor to set up in trees. It was suggested that we light every other tree instead of all trees due to 
expense and labor. Mayor Kessler will provide a welcome at the beginning of the Village Lights event 
and we have invited Kenyon’s President Kornfeld to attend. Royal Rhodes will read some pieces 
pertaining to “light” followed by the MVHS Choir to kick of the event. Other musicians (Courtney 
DeCosky, Jeff Williams, and Kelly Yerxa Lauth) will follow. The committee agreed we will meet at 3PM 
at the Pocket Park to set up luminarias, Council Giles offered sand, Council Sockman will bring 
scoopers for sand and we will put up the string lights for the Maker’s Market after. Clerk Hissong is 
working on understanding power and will communicate with Kenyon on coordinating our usage of their 
outlets and with vendors needing power.  

9



ADF Downtown Experience Coordinator 
VA Wise shared a job listing that the Knox County Area Foundation has posted for a Downtown 
Experience Coordinator to assist with enhancing vibrancy and community experiences in the county 
villages. The committee expressed that this position would be very helpful in planning our community 
events. 

December Committee Meeting 
The committee unanimously agreed that we will cancel the December committee meetings since they 
would be scheduled to fall so close to the holidays. 
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(Resolution No. 2023-16) PIO No. 115984 

FIN AL R E S OLUTI ON 

The following Final Resolution enacted by the Village of Gambier, hereinafter referred 
to as the Legislative Authority or Local Public Agency (LPA), in the matter of the stated 
described project. 

WHEREAS, on the 11th day of September 2023, the LPA enacted legislation 
proposing cooperation with the Director of Transportation for the described project: 

The project consists of constructing a shared-use path along 5.R. 308 from 
S.R. 229 to Ward Street, including pavement, curb ramps, fencing and 
lighting, lying within the Village of Gambier; and 

WHEREAS, the LPA shall cooperate with the Director of Transportation in the 
above described project as follows: 

The Village agrees to assume and bear one Hundred percent (100%) of the 
entire cost of the improvement within the village limits, less the amount of 
Federal-Aid funds set aside by the Director of Transportation for the 
financing of this improvement from funds allocated by the Federal Highway 
Administration, U. 5. Department of Transportation. 

In view of the fact that the LPA's share of the project is now estimated in the amount of 
Zero and - - - - 00/100 Dollars, ($0.00), therefore, the Village will not be required to 
deposit any funds at this time. The LPA's ultimate share of the cost will be determined 
when final actual costs and allocations are determined. 

WHEREAS, The Director of Transportation has approved said legislation 
proposing cooperation and has caused to be made plans and specifications and an 
estimate of cost and expense for improving the above-described highway and has 
transmitted copies of same to this legislative authority; and 

WHEREAS, This legislative authority desires the Director of Transportation to 
proceed with the aforesaid highway improvement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be It resolved: 

I. That the LPA hereby requests the Director of Transportation to proceed with the
aforesaid highway improvement.
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