
 Gambier Village Council  
Reorganizational Meeting 

January 8, 2024 
 

Council Present: Rakia Faber, Liz Forman, Alison Furlong, Morgan Giles, Kaitlin Sockman,   
             Absent: Natalie Wright 
 
Also, attending: Leeman Kessler, Mayor; RC Wise, Village Administrator; Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal 
Officer; Clint Bailey, Solicitor; Ian Smith, Kenyon College; Elizbeth Bonaudi, resident; Grant Richey, 
Knox Pages.  
 
Virtual, attending: Alec Wood, resident.  
 
Mayor Kessler called the Meeting to Order at 7:01pm 
 
Swearing-in Ceremony 
 

Morgan Giles, leaving president swore in Leeman Kessler for the term beginning  
    January 1, 2024, ending December 31, 2027 

 
Mayor Leeman Kessler sworn in Morgan Giles then Alison Furlong for terms beginning  
    January 1, 2024, ending December 31, 2027 

  
Council Business: 
 

1. Call for nominations and election of Council President 
 

Council Forman nominated Morgan Giles, Council Faber seconded the nomination.  
Council Giles accepted the nomination. 

 
All yeas.  Council Giles will be the Council president for 2024. 

 
2. Appointment of Council representative to Planning & Zoning Commission. 

Continuing with Council Morgan Giles   
 

3. Resolution 2024-01 setting regular meetings and to provide notice for special meetings.  
Rakia Faber ____  Liz Forman _S__  Alison Furlong __M_ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _absent__ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber __S-Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong M-Y___  
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman Y___  Natalie Wright _absent__ 

 
Approval of Resolution 2024-01: 

Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman __Y_  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _absent__ 

 
Council agreed to move the September board meeting to September 9th due to Labor Day falling on 
the first Monday of the month. 
 
 
 
 



4. Committee assignments 
  

All committee assignments will remain the same as prior year with the change of the  
            chair for the Communications and technology committee to Council Furlong. 
 

KSATT same will also remain as prior year. 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Kessler at 7:11 p.m. 
 
 

Gambier Village Council  
Regular Meeting 
January 8, 2024 

 
Council Present: Rakia Faber, Liz Forman, Alison Furlong, Morgan Giles, Kaitlin Sockman,   

 Absent: Natalie Wright 
 
Also, attending: Leeman Kessler, Mayor; RC Wise, Village Administrator; Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal 
Officer; Clint Bailey, Solicitor; Ian Smith, Kenyon College; Elizbeth Bonaudi, resident; Grant Richey, 
Knox Pages.  
 
Virtual, attending: Alec Wood, resident.  
 
Mayor Kessler called the Meeting to Order at 7:11p.m. 
 
Open to the Audience 
Ian Smith, Kenyon, students beginning to come back officially the res halls will open on January 13th.  
Discussion over the Village Lights and beginning sooner to have the lights installed and ready for 
December. 
 
Council Furlong asked Ian about the light that is on the Kenyon sign at the 308 entrance, Ian stated they 
are looking into why it has been so temperamental.  
 
Council Forman, to Ian will students also be moving into Bexley Hall this Saturday?  Ian stated yes, they 
completed a lottery to fill the housing spots. 
 
 
Mayor’s Report 
See Addendum 

Mayor Leeman will be speaking at the Martin Luther King prayer breakfast at the Mount Vernon 
Nazarene University. 
 
Will also be traveling to DC to represent Gambier in the Mayors Climate Control Summit with a special 
reception at the Ambassador of the Netherlands Residence.  Council Forman suggested contacting Dave 
Heithaus to see if he had any updates to add while Mayor Kessler is at the summit. 
 
 
Council Faber, had a discussion with a member of the Kokosing Gap trail about the upcoming roundabout 
construction and how they are planning to add concrete barriers on the part of the path that is off 229; 
further discussion over the likelihood that someone may attempt to use the path as a work around to the 
construction of the roundabout road closer. 
 



Council Forman, inquiry to Ian if a path might be feasible behind the maintenance buildings down to the 
Kokosing gap trail.  Dependent on the completion of the construction off College Park, slated for Fall of 
2024 and then early 2025. 
 
Discussion over the roundabout construction and how the trucks and cars will be on different routes 
during the closure. 
 
Administrator’s Report 
See Addendum 

Discussion over the TAP grant project, for the raised crosswalks and the bump out islands.   
 
Council Faber, to VA Wise, do we have an idea of when we will have them in place?  VA Wise stated it 
would not be until 2025 with the grant funding.  Discussion of putting into place a raised crosswalk at 
Meadow Lane and Wiggin Street.  Discussion over possible traffic increases on Duff Street.  Will be 
discussed further in Streets & Utilities Committee meetings.  Possibly adding a stop sign ahead sign on 
Duff Street. 
 
 
Fiscal Officer’s Report 
See Addendum 

 
Solicitor’s Report 
Nothing to report 
 
 
Regional Planning update, they have a substantial amount of GIS information if we want to utilize any of 
that to let them know.  General discussion on what all the information could be utilized for on varies 
projects.  
 
Committee Reports 
No Committee meetings were held during the month of December 2023 

 
Council Business: 
(Motion = M / Second = S) (Yes=Y / No=N / Abstain=A) (Ab=Absent) 
 
Approval of December 4th Council Meeting Minutes 

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of December 11th Special Council Meeting Minutes 

Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _M-Y__ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of December 2023 Bills Paid  

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
 
 
 



1. Ordinance 2024-01 Ordinance amending Ordinance 2023-21 2024 Budget and declaring an 
emergency– 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _M__  Liz Forman _M__  Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright ___ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber __S-Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__  
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-01: 

Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
2. Ordinance 2024-02 authorizing Fiscal Officer to make transfers within line accounts in amounts 

less than $5,000 without consent of Council and declaring an emergency. – 1st Reading 
Rakia Faber _M__  Liz Forman _S__  Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright ___ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__  
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-02: 

Rakia Faber _M-Y___  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong S-Y___ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
 

3. Resolution 2024-02 Resolution Establishing membership in Knox County Regional Planning 
Commission– 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman _M__  Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman _S__  Natalie Wright ___ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__  
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of Resolution 2024-02: 

Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Regular reps – Leeman Kessler & Elizabeth Bonaudi 
 

4. Resolution 2024-03 Resolution designating Fiscal Officer to receive public records training on 
behalf of newly elected officials. – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong _S__ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman _M__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
 

5. Resolution 2024-04 Resolution authorizing application for Transportation Alternative Program 
grant with Ohio department of Transportation. – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _M__  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman _S__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 



Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 
Rakia Faber __Y__  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong M-Y___  
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of Resolution 2024-04: 

Rakia Faber __S-Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
General discussion over costs stated in resolution. 

 
6. MORPC 2024 membership 

Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman __Y_  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab __ 

 
 
Additional Council Discussion: 
 
Discussion over the trash contract coming up for renewal, and what would the cost be to possibly add 
recycling on.  Might cause issues with picking up the duties for the technology recycling.     
 
 
January Meetings: 
Buildings & Grounds Committee – Monday, January 29th 5:30 p.m. 
Streets & Utilities Committee – Monday, January 29th 6:15p.m. 
Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, January 16th, 7:30 p.m. 
Library, Programming & Events Committee – Monday, January 29th 4:30 p.m. 
Strategic Plan Steering Committee -   
Public Safety & Personnel Committee- Monday, January 29th 7:00 p.m. 
Technology & Communications Committee – Monday, January 29th 5:00 p.m. 
Finance & Income Tax Committee – No January Meeting 
Shade Tree Commission - 
Records Commission – No January Meeting 
 
Next Council meeting - Monday, February 5th at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Kessler at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Addendum 

Regular Board Meeting 

January 8, 2024 

 

 

CONTENTS: 

 

1 – Village of Gambier Mayor’s Report 
 

2 – Village Administrator’s Report 

 

3 – Fiscal Officer’s Report 

 

4 – Approved Ordinances and Resolutions 

 (For signed & dated copies please contact the Fiscal Officer) 
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